Using Audacity to make a podcast

Audacity is a free software package that can record and edit your podcasts for uploading. Setting up is a bit of a
process, but you only need to do it once

Installing Audacity
1) Go to http://audacity.sourceforge.net/download/

2) Choose the download link for your operating system

Download

Audacity 2.0.3

e i ; ;
g Audacity for Windows®

(Windows 20002{P/VistarWindows T/Windows 8)

Audacity for Mac®

a2

(Universal Binary for Mac OS5 2 10.4 or later)

-

i Audacity for GNUILinux®

(source code)

View Relesse Motes for Audsacity 2.0.3

and select the installer

Windows Mac OS X

Recommended Downloads - Latest Version of Audacity Recommended Downloads - Latest Version of Audacity
« Audacity 2.0.3 installe file, 20.3 MB, including help file: » Audacity 2.0.3-ﬁle. 29.5MB, including help files) for 05 X 104 ¢

« Audacity 2.0.3 zip file (14.4 MB) for OS5 X 10.4 or later (Universal Bin

(without help files), or cannot run the installer because of restricted p

+ Audacity 2.0.3 zip file (8.1 MB} for Windows 20000XP/Visti
download (without help files), or cannot run the installer bec

Syetemn Reguirements System Reguirements

3) Save the installer file to your computer, and then install the program from your download folder

If you are using a Curtin University computer, you may need to give yourself Administrator rights to install the

program. Curtin IT services (x9000) can assist you with this.

Installing the LAME MP3 Encoder
MP3’s are a common format for sound files that students will be able to play on almost any device (IPod,

smartphone etc). To encode as an mp3 you will need to install the LAME encoder.

1) Go to http://lamel.buanzo.com.ar/
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2) Click on the appropriate download link for your operating system. The most common download links are

highlighted, but it may not always be right for your system

Windows XP, 7 and 8

For FFmpeg/LAME on Windows: '

Lame v3.99.3 for Windows.exe
ZIP OPTION:

libmp3lame-win-3.98 2 zip (Izsues? Some help HERE and HERE

FFmpeg Binary compatible with Audacity 1.3.13, 2.x or later on Windows (THIS IS NOT LAME!
FEmpeg v0.6.2 for Audacity on Windows.exe - (ZIP version - here)

FFmpeg Binary for Aundacity 1.3.10 or later on Windows (THIS IS NOT LAME!):
FEmpeg 2008 07 20 for Audacitv_on Windows.exe

Izzues? Click here:
Audacity Manual: Instzllation snd Plug-Ins

Mac

For Audacity 1.3.3 or later on Mac O3 X 10.4 and greater (Intel or PPC).and Audacity 1.2.5 on 035 X 10.4 and later (Intel)
Lame Library v3.982 for Audacity on OSX.dmg _ﬂn here

FFmpeg Binary for Audacity 1.3.13 or later on O35 X 10.4 and later (Intel or PPC) (THIS IS NOT LAME!):
FFmpeg (0.6.2 08X 10.4+ DMG) (zip version here or if problems with the installer, try this new one

FFmpeg Binary for Audacity 1.3.10 or later on O35 X 10.4 and later (Intel or PPC) (THIS IS NOT LAME!):
FEmpeg (2009/07/20/08X DMG

FFmpeg v0.6.2 - ZIP version - extract to any location:
FFmpeg w(.6.2 for Audacity on_OSX.zip

3) Download and install the LAME package by opening the file in your download folder
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Using Audacity
Using Audacity to record audio is actually very easy. The Audacity interface looks very complicated, but you only
need to use a few buttons to record your feedback.

._,/ Start/Continue Recording

.-/ Stop Recording (Only use this when you are finished recording)

|l/ Pause recording (handy if you want to take a break in the middle of a recording)
[b‘-/ Play recording (useful for reviewing your feedback before you finish)

L 2 Skip to the start/end of the recording
L

Beyond the simple instructions here, refer to the Audacity Wiki (http://wiki.audacityteam.org/). These instructions
will show how to record

It is important that you have your microphone set up before you begin recording. If you have your microphone set up
for using Blackboard Collaborate, you should be ready to go.

An ordinary podcast recording might look like this

1) Write your script, do any preparation work required
2) Get your headset/microphone set up
3) Open Audacity
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4) Click the ‘Start Recording’ button

o
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5) Audacity will start to record your voice as you speak, and the red line will travel right as time passes.

6)

7)

) Audacity . l o o |
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You can check that your voice is being recorded as when you speak there will be spikes in the blue lines.

You can pause the recording (if you need to take a break, or the cat jumps on the keyboard) by clicking on

the pause button

Clicking on the button again will continue the recording

When you are finished recording, press the stop button

if you discover you need to keep recording after hitting stop, you can Shift+click on the record button to

append the new recording to the end of the last one

8) To listen to the recording, press the play button

Audacity can allow you to edit recordings before you export them to Mp3. You can find information on editing

recordings on http://wiki.audacityteam.org .

To start a new recording, choose File> New recording.
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Extracting the Mp3 for Upload
If you are happy with the recording, and want to extract the recording for uploading , follow these steps

1) Inthe File menu, select Export

A ety |

!File Edit View Transport Tracks Generate Effect Analyze Help

=] =
Mew Ctrl+M e I e &
Open... Ctrl+Q | E 0 | o]k
Recent Files k 5
eSS
Close Ctrl+W
) {ers (High Definition Au
Save Project Ctrl+5
Save Project As... 1 mf"ﬂ
Save Compressed Copy of Project...
Check Dependencies...
Open Metadata Editor... k& ! ! A h
Import »
Export...

2) Select where you would like the .mp3 file to be created and enter the file name

Savein: [ Desktop - G I P [

=
Paul Turner
Systern Folder

Libraries
Systemn Folder

I
—

Recent Places ||

« B | Computer ) Network
. JI System Folder | System Folder

Assessments Bfrectemp

File folder File folder

CFY EDU LMS Responsibilities
rt File folder [ L File folder

Justine Test E Learning Modules_files
h I File folder File folder

»

F‘T Old Files I '_ Personal
Fil- £oldo. ¥ i £t

File name: 1234567 - David Blankdoe: - Assessment 2 Feedback

Save as type: MP3 Files

3) Select OK
4) The file will appear in the location you selected.

To upload files to your Weekly Tasks Journal
1. Click on ‘Create Journal Entry’

Create Journal Entry

2 Title ek 1- Poscas]
2. Enter a title for the entry
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3. Enter some information about your Portfolio

- Title ¥eek 1 - Podczst

Entry Massage

T T T T Paragraph ~ Arial - 3{12pt)
DO Oa o =S===E = T T.

@ @ BI f, omMeshups - 1 & @ @ 4 H

My podcast is about whale sharks

4. To attach your portfolio file, select ‘Browse My Computer’

Journal Entry Files \

Attach File

Browse My Computer Browse Course
5. Locate the file on your computer
B4 Fantine Grisette - Assessment 1.docx 11/06/201311:30 ...  Mic
| @) ) Smith - 12342223 - Podcast - Whale sharks are awesome.mp3  5/08/2013 1:05 PM MP3
E'l_'j Jean Valjean - Assessment 1.docx 11/06/201311:29 ...  Mica |
4] Jean Valjean - Assignment 6 - Commented.docx 13/03/2013 1:56 PM Micr
9] Jean Valjean - Assignment 6.docx 11/03/201311:07 ...  Micr
E"] Marius Pontmercy - Assessment 1.docx 11/06/201311:30 ... Micr ™
1 | 1] [ 3
e | Smith - 12342223 - Podcast - Whale sharks are aweso = ’All Files (*.%) v]
[ Open |‘v] ’ Cancel ]

and click ‘Open’

It is best to name your file something recognisable, such as
Your Name — Student number — Assignment name - Title

6. The file will appear
Attached files

File Hame Link Title

D J Bmith - 12342223 - Podoast - Whale sharks are awesome mpd S - 12342285 -1 Do not attach

7. Hit Post Entry
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